The interspecies sensitivity to transplacental effects of carcinogens.
Childhood cancer is a serious problem in oncology. Because the period of high sensitivity to environmental effects has been suggested to be early in life, it is thought that a variety of influences on pregnant mothers might result in the development of neoplasia in offspring. Environmental and genetic factors have been shown to play a significant role in modifying transplacental tumorigenesis. To better understand the possible mechanisms governing this phenomenon, an analysis of interspecies sensitivity to the transplacental effect of carcinogens, reviewed herein, should be of interest to many specialists in medicine and biology.